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S T A T E M E N T  

The Institute for Worship 

Studies forms servant 

leaders in Christian  

worship renewal and 

education through 

graduate academic praxis, 

grounded in biblical, 

historical, theological, 

cultural, and missiological 

reflection in community.  

Annual Report 2008-2009 

The Robert E. Webber  

 Institute for  Worship Studies

Dear Students, Alumni, Faculty, Staff, Board Members and Friends, 

Ten years ago this past June, twenty new doctoral students gathered for the very 

first IWS Opening Convocation. That òAlpha Classó embarked on a life-changing 

journey of discovery, study, fellowship, friendship and transformation that 

continues today. And, the journey has now been shared with more than 400 

others. IWS is as committed as ever to fulfill our God-given mission to form 

leaders in worship renewal through Biblically, theologically and historically 

informed worship practices. 

In spite of a most challenging worldwide economic downturn, IWS has had a 

remarkable year. Godõs grace and favor have been evident through the impact our graduates, faculty and 

students have had in influencing worship renewal all over the world. While many other institutions of higher 

education have seen significant drops in enrollment, revenue and giving, we have actually witnessed steady 

growth in these three areas. In June, a team from the Association for Biblical Higher Education visited our 

campus to evaluate us for full accreditation. They commended us for our excellent faculty, innovative and 

substantive academic programs, effective mission pursuit, rapid library establishment and debt free operation. 

Our library continues to expand, and we entered into a theological library consortium with Gordon-Conwell 

Seminary. During Juneõs graduation, 37 students received their diplomas and welcomed the charge to advance 

Godõs Kingdom through renewed worship. 

The ongoing fulfillment of our mission is truly a team effort, a team that includes you. Many in the IWS 

community have taken their places in their support of our mission by investments of time, talent, treasure and 

prayer. Last yearõs Annual and Alumni Funds exceeded the goal of $80,000 despite economic hard times. 

Additional gifts were designated for scholarships, library, and the Robert E. Webber Endowment Fund.  

We want to continue responding to the challenges of faithfully fulfilling Godõs purposes for IWS. Therefore, 

we are launching the 2009-10 Annual Fund, with a goal of raising $100,000 . We are relying on your 

generosity and prayers to continue building the foundation we need for a secure future. Your gifts will be 

wisely invested in our students and the mission of our beloved institute. 

On the first day of classes in that inaugural June 1999 session, Bob Webber pulled me aside at breakfast and 

said, òI am so excited about this new venture, I couldnõt sleep last night!ó Frankly, I couldnõt either. The 

overwhelming sense that all of us had of seeing God do a ònew thingó that would have eternal implications 

was both exciting and truly humbling. And it still is. It takes all of us to share in this great endeavor. Please join 

my wife, Carol, and me in support of the ongoing mission of IWS through your prayers and gifts. Our goal for 

this drive is to have the highest possible percentage of participation from the entire IWS family and friends. 

No gift is too small.  

The future of IWS is bright with the blessing and presence of God. Together let us commemorate 10 years of 

Godõs favor in this anniversary year celebration! Thank you for your support of the Lordõs work in and 

through IWS. 

Grace and peace to you, 

      

James R. Hart, President    
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Dear Friends of IWS: 

 

Thank you for your generous gift support last year!  I am happy to 
report that we exceeded our annual giving goal by $4,000 during 

one of the worst economic downturns since the Great Depression!  
This staunch support during these tough economic times speaks 

convincingly to our unique mission of preparing worship leaders 
theologically and in best practices. 

 

We are also hoping and praying for news in February that IWS is 

fully accredited.  After several years of in-depth self-study, we are near the beginning of a 
new time in the life of our institution.  Accreditation will serve as a wonderful validation 

of our efforts to provide our students with the very best combination of classroom edu-
cation, distance learning, and practical application. 

 

So again, thank you for your support of IWS.  Continue to pray for the schoolñthe fac-
ulty, staff, and students. And continue to give to this important and unique ministry.  May 

God bless you abundantly above all that you ask or think!      

 

       With thanksgiving, 

 

       John Lindsell, 

       Chair, Board of Trustees 

 

A Message from the Chairman of the Board, Dr. John Lindsell 

Giving Opportunities for 2009 -10  
 

Leader {$10,000 and up}  

Benefactor {$5,000 - $9,999} 

Partner {$2,500 - $4,999} 

Investor {$1,000 - $2,499} 

Supporter {$500 - $999} 

Contributor {$100 - $499} 

Donor { up to $99} 

Annual Fund  

Robert E. Webber Endowment  

Scholarship Funds  

Library Fund  

Alumni Fund  

Voices of Grace Scholarship Fund  



 

Dear Board Members, Alumni, Students, and Friends of IWS: 

 

It has now been almost nine years since I began the doctoral program at IWS.  The ex-

perience of each session and the interaction with faculty and students have continued to 

be a wonderful blessing.  I am honored to write this letter encouraging all of us to con-

tinue our support for the Institute for Worship Studies in 2010 and beyond.  My relation-

ship with IWS, both as a student and subsequently an alumna and board member, has 

facilitated my spiritual growth ever since.  N. T. Wright in his book Surprised by Hope states that òOne 

of the primary laws of human life is that you become like what you worship; whatõs more, you reflect 

what you worship not only back to the object itself but also outward to the world around.ó I believe that 

IWS teaches us to worship Christ more fully and in doing so enables us to better reach out in love to the 

world around us. 

 

The Institute for Worship Studies is a place where students, faculty, and staff come together to remem-

ber and rehearse, to share, and to learn how best to take the message home to our local communities.  

Please join me in supporting the work of IWS by contributing to the Annual Fund for 2010. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

Karen K. Carpenter, D.W.S. Board of Trustees Advancement 

Committee Chair, Annual Fund Co-Chair, Delta Class 

Alumna 

 

Financial Report 
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2008-09 Cash Donations TOTAL: $105,689  

Annual Fund:    $84,413  

Endowment Fund:   $645    

Scholarship Funds: $10,931 

Library Fund: $300  

Special Gifts: $9,400 

 

  

2008-09 Giving by  

Donor Groups  

Trustees:  $28,425 

Friends of IWS: $11,613        

Faculty/Staff:  $22.157 

Current Students:  $4,017 

Alumni:  $18,077 

Foundations:  $21,400 

 

Launching the 2009-10 Annual Fund 

Trustees
23%

Friends of 
IWS
12%

Faculty/Staff
22%

Current 
Students

4%

Alumni
18%

Foundations
21%



P A G E  4  

Dr. Jack Van Marion {Faculty Representative} 
òI would like to invite you to join me and others in developing and establishing a 

doctoral program in worship studies.ó Bob Webber, founder of IWS, extended this 

invitation to me sometime early 1998 when I had finished and defended my thesis on 

baptism. Bobõs invitation stunned and challenged me. Hereõs why: 
 

There was no IWS Florida program at that time. No faculty, no students, no board, 

and no financial enterprise supporting a brand new doctoral program in worship 

studies. All Bob had to go by was a vision and a deep sense of Godõs calling. 

Bobõs vision became a shared vision. He took delight in seeing others embracing his dream of 

establishing IWS. And as IWS grew in numbers and stature, Bob taught us, students and 

faculty, to see ourselves as partners in a grand vision of advancing ancient-future worship 

studies. 

Bob challenged me as an adjunct faculty member to advance Godõs influence or kingdom 

beyond my own parish ministry. Together with distinguished faculty members, I now have the 

privilege and awesome responsibility to work toward worship renewal in the Christian church 

world-wide by teaching aspects of Christian worship such as the Church year. 
 

By the grace of God IWS is flourishing. IWS now includes a Masters program as well. Bobõs vision 

has grown. Lives are changed and churches strengthened because of well-trained students. I invite 

you to participate in IWSõ vision to develop and maintain its mission and ministry to students. As 

always, your financial support is needed; your prayers are valued, and your participation is deeply 

appreciated. 

        Jack Van Marion 

As I reflect upon my first yearõs experience as a student of The Institute for  Worship 

Studies, I cannot but pause and give thanks to God.  It was through studying a book 

about worship matters written by an alumnus of IWS, Dr. Philip Chan, that I discovered 

the existence of such an institute whose ultimate goal is to train pastors, worship 

leaders, church musicians, and lay people in the study of worship renewal.  I searched 

the web immediately and the rest is history. 

 

The institute is much more than it claims to be: equipping students in the biblical, 

historical, theological, and cultural disciplines of worship.  The faculty are the crème de la crème.  

Yet, they not only transfer knowledge to us but model servant leadership during our on-campus 

weeks.  The community of learning is simply incredible: different denominations, vast age span, 

varied ethnic backgroundsñwe are men and women who yearn to learn in order to make a 

difference in our own ministriesñwe learn with and from one another, both in and outside of 

class.  Moreover, through the morning chapels, meals, evening practicum, choir rehearsals, etc., we 

are building friendships and learning to be our brothersõ/sistersõ keepers. 

 

My dear fellow students, have you had any other educational experiences which come close to the 

one IWS offers?  We need to keep our legacy strong and our finances healthy as IWS celebrates its 

tenth anniversary.  So please give generously! 

 

        Yilee Chen Lo 

Yilee Chen Lo {Student Representative} 
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 We Thank our 2008-2009 Donors 

Leader 

$10,000 and higher 
Dr. Karen Carpenter and Dr. 

Edward Marram 

Paul and Klare Reinhold 

Foundation, Inc. 

JCT Foundation 

Benefactor  

$5,000-$9,999 
Dr. James R. and Mrs. Carol 

Hart 

Partner 

$2,500-$4,999 
Mr. and Mrs. Cortlandt Bender 

Dr. James and Mrs. Judy Dodge 

The Revõd Dr. Robert and Mrs. 

Janice George  

Dr. Julie Gibson 

Dr. Darrell and Mrs. Janet 

Harris 

Mrs. Yilee C. Lo 

Mrs. Joanne Webber 

Investor 

$1,000-$2,499 
Mr. Del and Mrs. Sydney  

Ashmead  

Drs. Gerald and Doris Borchert 

Dr. Constance Cherry 

Dr. Larry  and Mrs. Jill Ellis 

Dr. Edna Grenz 

Dr. Jeff Hager 

Mr. Don Hager 

Dr. Esther Howson 

Dr. R Kevin Johnson in memory 

of Lyndel Vaught 

Dr. John and Mrs. Stephanie 

Lindsell 

Dr. Bradley Moffett 

The Pine Tree and Myrtle Fund 

The Revõds Dr. and Mrs. Keith 

Ray 

Dr. Lester and Mrs. Carmen 

Ruth  

Mr. Timothy Smick 

Dr. Mark and Mrs. Tracy 

Torgerson 

The Revõd Dr. Luder and Mrs.  

Mary Lou Whitlock 

Supporter 

$500-$999 
Dr. Jim  and Mrs. Mary Kay 

Altizer 

Dr. Dinelle Frankland 

Dr. Andrew and Mrs. Teri Hill 

Dr. Heather Hood  

Dr. Reggie and Mrs. Sherry 

Kidd 

Dr. Calvin Lam 

Mr. Larry and Mrs.  Frances 

Nichols 

Dr. Eric and Mrs. Eunice 

Ohlmann 

Dr. Paul Rogers 

Dr. Daniel and Mrs. Nancy 

Sharp in memory of Robert 

Webber 

Student Offerings 

 

Contributor  

$100-$499 
Dr. James Abbington 

Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Karen Barker 

Dr. Eric and Mrs. Janet Bolger 

Dr. Linda Borecki in memory of 

Lyndel Vaught 

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Dana  

Brodsky 

Dr. John Bunnell 

Dr. Stuart and Mrs. Brooke 

Caplin 

The Revõd John and Mrs. Janet 

Carlson 

Ms. Jayne Chambers 

Mr. Kai-Ton Chau 

Mr. I-His Chu 

Dr. Paul Clark 

Mr. David Collins in memory of 

Dan Collins 

Dr. Melva Costen 

Mr. A. Robert Davies 

Dr. William Eichorn 

Dr. Keith Gaddis 

Dr. Norman Garcia 

Ms. Nancy Ginsburg 

Grace Episcopal Church 

Dr. Gary Gregory 

Mr. William and Mrs. Kim Hall 

Mr. James and Mrs. Mimi 

Hawkinson 

Dr. Wallace Horton 

Mrs. Gayle Hoshour 

Dr. Susan Huckaby  

Dr. Steven and Mrs. Janet 

Huntley 

Mr. Gordon and Mrs. Virginia 

Jensen  

Mr. Bob Johnson 

Mr. George and Mrs. Karen 

Lewis 

Ms. Monica Lopez 

Dr. Clair Lundberg 

The Revõd Dr. Jeff Mackey 

Mr. Sandy and Mrs. Nancy 

Hoopes Morris in memory 

of Caren Garmus 

Dr. Robert Myers 

Mr. Matthew Price 

Dr. Barbara Reid 

Ms. Laura Ritter  

The Revõd Dr. Timothy and 

Mrs. Staci Roberts 

Dr. Paul Rogers 

Dr. and Mrs. Ken Rushing 

Dr. Robert Sproul 

Dr. Jack and Mrs. Roseanne Van 

Marion 

Mrs. Janet Vaught 

Dr. Kent and Mrs. Candace 

Walters 

Dr. Gregory and Mrs. Janice 

Wilde 

Mr. David Witt in honor of James 

Hart and family 

Donor 

Up to $99 
 Mrs. Rebecca Abbott  

Mrs. Tamara Albrecht 

Mr. Warren Anderson 

Dr. Christopher and Mrs. Erin 

Brewer 

Dr. David Brown 

Dr. Thomas Burns 

Dr. Virginia Cameron 

The Revõd Dr. C. Wayne 

Freeberg  

Mr. J. Michael Dennis 

Mr. Matt and Mrs. Sandy  

Dinkins 

The Revõd Canon Kurt and Mrs. 

Cathleen Dunkle 

Mr. Charles and Mrs. Sally Finn 

Dr. Ryan Forbes 

Dr. Don Fugate 

Mr. David Garmus 

Dr. Christopher Gillette 

Mr. Shawn Gingrich 

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Michele 

Hale 

Mrs. Carolyn Harold 

Mr. Todd and Mrs. Allison 

Hastie 

Mrs. Carol Hochhalter 

Mr. Sam and Mrs. Elise 

Horowitz 

Mr. Steve Izant 

Dr. Noel-Paul Laur 

Ms. Reva Leach 

Dr. Jeffrey Meeks 

Mr. Phil and Mrs. Lea 

Montgomery 

Dr. Nancy Nethercott 

Dr. David Pannabecker 

Mr. Mike and Mrs. Kimberly 

Ramey 

Ms. Mary Sharp  

Mrs. Lidya Siah 

Mrs. Dianne Stone 

Ms. Cathryn Vitek 

Dr. Carla Waterman 

Mr. Clint Weinberg 

Dr. Claudette Williams 

Winn-Dixie Stores, Inc. 
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2008-2009 Host Home Sponsors  
Del & Sydney Ashmead 

Larry & Mary Ann Baugh 

Steve & Libby Berk 

Jack & Kay Bliss 

Dave & Michelle Cannedy 

Jim & Bunny Cannon 

John & June Conlin 

Rusty & Caroljo Creighton 

Billy & Shirley Creech 

Harry & Leona Davis 

David & Vicki Dearing 

Jack & Barbara Eccleston 

Mike & Danielle Euwema 

George & Betty Eveson 

Mike & Cheryl Field 

Dennis & Zan Frick 

Bonnie Gandee 

Buzz & Susan Glade 

Bill & Debbie Hamilton 

Roberta Harkey 

Todd & Allison Hastie 

Jim & Mimi Hawkinson 

Ted & Barbara Hellmuth 

Linda Hildebrandt 

John & Molly Howze 

Steve & Janet Huntley 

S. Bryan Jennings 

Dave & Arlene Jones 

Ken & Pat Makris 

Royce & Ruby Mattson 

Phil & Lea Montgomery 

Tom & Teresa Morton 

Frank & Robin Mosher 

Doug & Margie Nihoul 

Ken & Lynn Page 

Jay & Cathy Patterson 

Don & Jo Rogers 

Bob & Janie Simpson 

Barbara Taylor 

Wick & Helen Van 

Wagenen 

Dave & Shelley Vignola 

Walt & Betty Wingert 
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Special Thanks from IWS 

For Volunteer Service 

Del Ashmead 

Carmen De Lisi 

Sandy Dinkins 

Ali Foster 

Kalee Foster 

Carol Hart 

Lea Montgomery 

Doug Nihoul 

 

To Our Host Churches 

Grace Episcopal Church 

The Revõd Canon Kurt Dunkle, Rector 

Orange Park Presbyterian Church 

The Revõd Dr. Timothy Roberts, Pastor 

 

Other Support 

New Grace Church 

Pinewood Presbyterian Church 

St. Paulõs AME Church 

T.C. Miller Community Center 

For In-Kind Donations 

Del & Sydney Ashmead 

Cortlandt Bender 

Dunkin Donuts 

Larry Ellis 

Gordon-Conwell 

Theological Seminary 

Bob Kaufman 

Kent Richards, Society of 

Biblical Literature 

Brenda Spargo 



 

My last memory of Bob Webber is of him sitting in my living room. He had lectured three times that day 

on our campus, yet was gracious enough to come to my home and meet with the students in my worship 

program. They were in awe, of course, and I was so proud to know him. He was there because of his 

concern for the furthering of worship renewal, his belief in education, his great generosity, and his love 

for IWS. He could not miss an opportunity to recruit! 

 

A day does not go by that I do not draw on the wealth of learning that I received from IWS. In the classroom, in conversations 

with students and in service at my home church, I am constantly aware of the hours that the faculty poured into my life. I know 

that this is true for all of our alums. We are better worshippers, leaders, teachers and life-long learners because, for a brief 

time, our lives intersected with dedicated teachers, staff, and students.  

 

As alumni we have a responsibility to continue to uphold the mission of IWS through prayer, encouragement and financial 

support. We have, as the apostle Paul says, been made rich so that we can be generous. I challenge you to join me in giving back 

to our remarkable alma mater in a spirit of thanksgiving, to ensure that the important work that has been done in us will be 

carried out for future generations.  

 

Dinelle Frankland 

Annual Fund Co-Chair 

Dinelle Frankland {Alumni Representative} 
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-Tenth Anniversary celebration begins with 

Opening Convocation and guest preacher, 

Dr. Luder Whitlock, Vice Chair of the IWS 

Board of Trustees. 

-Mr. Jeff Barker is welcomed to the 

permanent faculty. 

 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 0 9  

-Team of IWS alumni and friends lead 

worship at the Association for Biblical 

Higher Education (ABHE) annual 

convention. 

-IWS and Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary form Jacksonville Theological 

Library Consortium  

-IWS welcomes Sally Finn as the Admin. 

Asst. for Advancement. 
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-IWS is well represented with 8 of 42 

participants at the Calvin Institute for 

Christian Worship convocation. 

A P R I L  2 0 0 9  

-MBS Direct becomes IWSõ new online 

bookstore resource. 

-First meeting of the Presidential Advisory 

Council. (PACE) 

M A Y  2 0 0 9  

-First Jacksonville area Church Leaders 

Luncheon  is sponsored by IWS. 

-Library agreement is established with IWS 

and UNF in Jacksonville. 

J U L Y  2 0 0 8  

-Thanks to Chris Brewer, iwsfla.org 

increased its global reach by 400% and was 

in the top 500,000 most popular websites 

by the end of 2008. 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 0 8  

-IWS Alumnus Lyndel Vaught (2004), 

professor of church music at Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary dies of cancer 

at the age of 63. He will be sorely missed.  

O C T O B E R  2 0 0 8  

-Worship Leader magazine names IWS one 

of the top educational programs influencing 

Christian worship in 2008. IWS is the only 

degree granting institution honored by the 

publication. Robert Webber is named one 

of the 10 Biggest Influencers in the 

Worship Arena. 

-First ever regional alumni gathering in Oak 

Brook, IL. 

-Dr. Reggie Kidd becomes a regular 

columnist with Worship Leader Magazine. 
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-IWS staff is selected to participate in the 5 

day Reinhold Foundation Non Profit 

Management Team Development Program. 

-IWS President is selected to participate in 

the Harvard Institute for Educational 

Management with a grant from the 

Reinhold Foundation. 

-New mentoring initiative is launched 

connecting alumni and students. 

-IWS alumna Joannah Glaeser(2007) dies on 

May 3 of cancer. She will be sorely missed. 

-Voices of Grace choir sings at the Reinhold 

Celebrate Clay County event. 

-IWS gives four new Awards of Distinction to 

MWS candidates. 

-Chris Brewer and Darrell Harris create online 

Wall of Prayer and Praise. 

J U N E  2 0 0 9  

-Faculty member Dr. Constance Cherry is 

ordained an elder in the United Methodist 

Church. 

-Tenth Anniversary Opening Convocation 

features IWS faculty member and newly 

published author Dr. Carla Waterman as 

preacher. 

-Alumni Seminar features author Dr. Phyllis 

Tickle. 

-IWS hosts an evaluation team from ABHE. 

-37 graduate in the 8th annual 

Commencement. 

-IWS welcomes visiting professor Dr. Michael 

Hawn. 

-IWS welcomes new controller Lea 

Montgomery. 

-First IWS faculty retreat held after the June 

session. 

-Annual Fund goal of $80,000 is met and 

exceeded.  Thank You! 

O T H E R  

-IWS alumna Dr. Sharon Kivell (2006) dies 

unexpectedly in August. She will be sorely 

missed. 

The Year That Was {2008-09} 

 



Dr. Phyllis Tickle, founding Reli-

gious Editor of Publishers Weekly, 

author of the Divine Hours series 

on fixed-hour prayer; June 2009 

Alumni Seminar speaker. 

The Revõd Dr. Luder Whitlock, Vice Chair, IWS 

Board of Trustees; Guest preacher at the  Opening 

Convocation, January 2009. 

Dr. C. Michael Hawn, Professor of 

Church Music and Director of the             

Master of Sacred Music Program at              

Perkins School of Theology; Guest 

Professor in MWS 503, June 2009. 

{2008-2009} Special Guests 

 

151 Kingsley Avenue 

Orange Park, FL 32073 

Phone: 904.264.2172 

Toll Free: 1.800.282.2977 

Fax: 904.278.2878 

www.iwsfla.org  


